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Content of Today’s Webinar
• RSF Orientation in Preparation for 2015 National Report
• RSF engaging stakeholders in development dissemination of 

National Reports on Sustainable Forests
• Quick Review of 2010 National Report on Sustainable Forest
• Key Findings in 2010 National Reports.
• Plans for 2015 National Report & Potential for RSF Engagement
• Key Questions to define the RSF role in the 2015 National Report.



Live Meeting Controls

User 
Icons in 
the upper 
right of 
the Live 
Meeting 
window.

3



Helpful Hints for this session
You can electronically submit questions throughout the presentation

• To ask a question on line:
– Go to the top Left button “Q&A”  
– type your question
– To submit- click ASK

• This session is being recorded, so we’ll be able to provide a web link 
afterward in case you want to revisit it or share it with someone who 
wasn’t able to be on the session today.
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Orientation for Participants As We Prepare for 
the 2015 National Report

March 20, 2013

Developed by the RSF 
Communications and Outreach Work Group

Don Outen, Natural Resource Manager, Baltimore County



Mission of the RoundtableMission of the Roundtable
• To engage multiple stakeholders through 
collaborative efforts

• to advance understanding, assessment 
and reporting of forest sustainability and 
adoption of forest resource management

• in a manner that integrates environmental, 
social, and economic considerations

• using the Montreal Process Criteria and 
Indicators (C&I) as a common framework.



Purpose of the RSFPurpose of the RSF

“To serve as a 
forum to share 
information and 
perspectives that 
will enable better 
decision-
making.”

Photo: Dale Kakkak, College of the Menominee Nation



This is accomplished byThis is accomplished by
• Providing a forum for 

dialogue
• Broadening and deepening 

public understanding and 
adoption of sustainable 
forest management practices

• Facilitating coordinated 
assessment and reporting

• Connecting domestic and 
global forest issues

• Demonstrating on-the-
ground benefits of 
sustainable forest 
management

Photo: Dale Kakkak, College of the Menominee Nation



• National Reports were 
completed in 2003 and 
2010 (published June 
2011)

• The RSF organized and 
supported stakeholder 
discussion on the 
content and meaning of 
the reports 

Engaging Stakeholders in the 
Development of the National Reports 

on Sustainable Forests

Engaging Stakeholders in the 
Development of the National Reports 

on Sustainable Forests

RSF National Meeting, December 2007 in Baltimore County. MD



Roundtable Stakeholders 
and Participants 

Roundtable Stakeholders 
and Participants 

• Conservation and environmental groups
• Federal government
• Professional foresters
• Natural resource professionals
• Industries and businesses
• Private landowners and citizens
• Regional and community-based organizations
• Research and academic institutions
• Tribal, state, and local units of government



Photo: Texas Forest Service

Organizing to Get 
Work Done

Organizing to Get 
Work Done

• RSF Co-Chairs
o Federal (USFS)
• Jim Hubbard, Deputy Chief, S&PF
• Leslie Weldon, Deputy Chief, NFS
o Non-federal
• Dr. Jim Finley, Penn State
• Michael Buck, NASF

• RSF Facilitation provided by 
USFS

• Champions: National and local 
leaders, willing to lead the 
dialogue, assessment, reporting 
and application of sustainable 
forest management



History of Converging Agendas:
Some Key Milestones

History of Converging Agendas:
Some Key Milestones

• 1998 Six organizations led by NASF send letter to 
USFS, CEQ, OMB about C&I

• 1999 Roundtable on Sustainable Forests is self-
chartered

• 2003  Forest Service completes first National Report on 
Sustainable Forests based upon C&I

• 2003 NASF releases Stewardship Guide using C&I as 
framework

• 2009 Roundtable contributes to draft chapters for the 
2010 National Report

• 2011 USFS publishes the 2010 National Report



Recent Roundtable EventsRecent Roundtable Events
2008
• February, Knoxville, TN

non-wood forest products and climate change
• May, Manhattan, KS

landscape level challenges;  use of web based tools to 
access data;  status of work on three new indicators;  
and revenue from forest based  environmental 
services

2009
• Feb-March, Denver, CO , Athens, GA  and 

Washington, DC
Workshops to review National draft report

• October, Washington, DC
National Meeting – Action Strategy for the Future 

• December, Arlington, VA
Integrating C&I efforts of the Forest, Water, and 
Rangelands Roundtables

2010
• November, Washington, DC, RSF Core Group

Transitioning to the Future: Reflection and Direction

2011
• RSF Prepared Rollout Strategy for the 2010 

National Report on Sustainable Forests
• February – March, RSF, Core Group and 

Communications and Outreach Work Group 
developed a rollout plan for the 2010 National 
Report, focusing on relationship with RSF 
Sustainable Forests Action Strategy

• June, Washington, DC  National Meeting Are 
America's Forests Sustainable? Status, Challenges 
and Our Next Steps

• Built on momentum and energy around the 2011 
International Year of Forests
Brought stakeholders together to:
• contribute to the dialogue on sustainability of 

the Nation's forests with public and private 
forest sector leaders

• identify priority challenges to sustaining the 
Nation's forests

• build agreement and commitment on priority 
action strategies to sustain of our forests

• inform the direction and future work of the RSF.



• 9-point Action Strategy to address trends that threaten the 
sustainability of our Nation’s forests. 

• Comparing data from the 2003 & 2010 National Reports, the 
Strategy concludes there had been a substantial decline in 
the health of the nation’s forests over the past 10 years. 

• Conversion of forests to non-forest uses and declining 
investments in forestry and wood products are major 
concerns.

• Action Strategy proposed to stimulate action on these 
trends. 

• RSF urges stakeholders to work together to achieve goals

RSF’s Stakeholder Sustainable 
Forests Action Strategy (SFAS)
RSF’s Stakeholder Sustainable 
Forests Action Strategy (SFAS)

Access the 2009 Sustainable Forests Action Strategy at: 
http://www.sustainableforests.net/docs/SFAS.Final.mgb.1.pdf



• Continue to disseminate information & messages from the 2003 
& 2010 National Reports

• Broaden participation and dialogue around to the 2015 National 
Report to a more diverse set of stakeholders

• Update and improve web presence, communications tools & 
social networks

• Use the Roundtable website to support the preparation and 
content of the 2015 National Report

• Organize webinars to generate ideas 

Preparing the 2015 National Report
- Implementing the 2012-14 Work Plan -

Preparing the 2015 National Report
- Implementing the 2012-14 Work Plan -



 Participate in RSF meeting April 2 --
in person or conference call
 Participate in electronic collaborative process -

review, comment on documents, complete 
surveys
 Express your interest in sustainable forests to 

others who might wish to participate
 Join the RSF mailing lists and share your 

perspectives and experiences
 Join webinars to be scheduled in 2013-14

How Can You Get Involved?How Can You Get Involved?



Preparing for the Next National 
Report on Sustainable Forests
Observations from the 2010 Report and preparations for the 
2015 edition 

Guy Robertson

Research & Development
US Forest Service
Washington Office



Roadmap
• Overall philosophy and objective for the project

• Project components

• Main report, associated sub-reports, website, RSF activities and contributions

• 2010 Report

• Structure and content

• Key findings

• Plans for the 2015 Report

• FS staffing, timeline, and related logistics

• Key Decisions to be considered at next RSF meeting (April 2, 2013)

• 2015 Report content

• RSF contribution to review and document production

• Associated RSF activities and contributions



Project Philosophy and Objective:
• Provide a comprehensive picture of conditions 

and trends in U.S. forests and the forest sector
• Support dialog on sustainability based on the 

firm foundation of good information
• Acts as a data reference for forest professionals 

and a window on Forest Service research
• Invite stakeholders and the general public to 

come to their own conclusions about 
“sustainability”



Communication vs. Calculation
Sustainability C&I initially envisioned by many as a 

means for calculating sustainability indices or 
similar measures

…an ambitious but perhaps unattainable goal 
In contrast, our approach has been to act as a 

bridge between data and assessment

DATA C&I Reporting Assessment

DATA
Information

Dialogue

Decisions



The National Report focuses on adding value to 
existing data through:

• Consolidation, condensation and organization
• Enhancing access to key statistics 
• Suggesting key findings and synthetic analyses

DATA

• FIA
• FHP
• Census
• Commerce
• Others

C&I Reporting
Montréal Process C&I 

(7 Criteria, 64 
Indicators)

Identification of key 
findings and 
summary analyses

Assessment
Roundtable on 

Sustainable Forests
FS and USDA clearance 

processes
Broader forestry 

community and society 
at large



Montréal Process Criteria and 
Indicators (MPC&I)
Organizing the data—
• Origins

– Rio Earth Summit (UNCED) June 1992  
– The Santiago Declaration (1995)

• MP Working Group developed an internationally-agreed 
set of criteria and indicators for sustainable forest 
management
– “criteria & indicators for the conservation and sustainable 

management of temperate and boreal forest ecosystems”
– 54 indicators (was 64 in 2010) arranged under 7 criteria—

covering ecological, social and economic dimensions



MPC&I
Structure at a Glance—

Criterion 1: Biological Diversity
9 indicators

Criterion 2: Productive Capacity
5 indicators

Criterion 3: Health and Vitality
2 indicators

Criterion 4: Soil and Water Resources
5 indicators

Criterion 5: Forest Carbon
3 indicators

Criterion 6: Socioeconomic Benefits
20 indicators

Criterion 7: Institutional Framework
10 (was 20) indicators

--7 Criteria
--54 (was 64) Indicators
--Ecological, Social & Economic



The National Report on 
Sustainable Forests—2010 

• Periodic report—first edition in 2003 next in 2015
• Based on Montreal Process Criteria and Indicators for 

Forest Sustainability (MPC&I)
• Over 30 scientists and FS staff contributed directly to 

the content of the report 
• Relied heavily on collaborative inputs:

– Roundtable on Sustainable Forests
– Peer review of indictor reports
– Public review workshops

• Institutional Review and Clearance
– Forest Service Leadership
– US Department of Agriculture



2010 Report’s Table of Contents

Part 1: background, discussion and policy 
implications (around 50 pages)
– Introduction
– Summary of key findings
– Sustainability C&I efforts at sub-national scale
– Policy implications

Part 2: presentation of the data (around 150 pages)
– MPC&I framework
– Summary of findings by criteria
– Indicator briefs
– References, glossary, etc.

Executive summary (1 page front and back)



Sample Page: Indicator 1.08—Population of 
representative forest species
(Please don’t try to read)



Sample Pages: Criterion 1—Conservation of Biological 
Diversity
(Please don’t try to read!)



Other Project Components

Project Website:

http://www.fs.fed.us/research/sustain/

Associated Reports
– Sustainability of Urban and Agricultural 

Forests in the United States (in Review)
– Sustainability of Tropical Forests in the United 

States (in production)



2010 Key Finding (in a nutshell)

Are U.S. Forest Sustainable?
• Complex question with no easy yes-or-no answers
• No evidence of depletion—forest area is stable and 

timber volume increasing
• But some trends are cause for considerable concern

– Forest disturbance is increasing
– Fragmentation and loss of forests to development

• Climate Change increases uncertainty



2010 Additional Key Findings

1. At 751 million acres, forest area in the United States 
remains stable for most of the last century

2. Forest land fragmentation and loss in many areas 
owing mostly to human development

3. Levels of forest disturbance are rising, including a 
three-fold increase in insect-induced mortality 
relative to the previous report

4. The number and complexity of values and demands 
society places on forests are increasing.



2010 Additional Key Findings (cont.)

5. Forest management activity is declining in many 
areas as forest products firms divest themselves of 
timberlands.

6. Capacity and willingness to manage forests 
sustainably are evidenced by a growing number of 
public-private collaborations on projects devoted to 
landscape-scale conservation.



Plans for the 2015 Report  Staffing

C1  Mark Nelson
C2  Sonja Oswalt*
C3  Borys Tkacz
C4  Mike Amacher*
C5  Chris Woodall*
C6  Ted Bilek
C7  Kathleen McGinley*

Editor:  Guy Robertson*
Project Management:   

Peter Gaulke* & Guy 
Robertson*

* Contributed to 2010 Report

Many authors. We are looking for 
diversity of perspective 

C1 Lead

C2 Lead

C3…Etc.

i1 Lead

i2 Lead

I3…Etc.

C2 i Leads



Plans for the 2015 Report  Timeline

April 2013: Kick-off meeting with RSF and Criterion Leads
August 2013: Structure and content of Part I determined
September 2013: Mockups of chapters and indicator briefs complete
Oct 2013-March 2014: Drafting of Parts 1 & 2
March 2014: Review draft completed
April 2014: 60 day comment period and related review 

begins
June 2014: Review comments compiled, draft revision begins
August 2014: Reviewed and revised draft to contract editors
November 2014: Contract editing and revision complete, clearance 

process begins
February 2015: Cleared final draft to printers
April 2015: Release of final edition, press release and 

related rollout activities



Key Decisions for Roundtable
Content and Structure of 2015 Report

Part I
Open ended section for background, synthesis, summarization and 

interpretation.  
Opportunity for RSF to contribute through:

• Directing FS authors to focus on specific topics, regional analyses, etc.
• Producing or soliciting outside content for inclusion in Report
• Other?

Part II
Criterion summaries and indicator briefs
Opportunity for RSF to contribute through:

• Indicator assessment (stop lights, ordinal scale, etc.) –would demand explicit 
process

• Suggestions for specific indicator analyses
• Ideas about overall presentation (e.g. to enhance navigation)
• Other?



Key Decisions for Roundtable
Content and Structure of 2015 Report (cont.)

Ideas for Part I (not mutually exclusive though we only have a limited 
number of pages)
Topical focus

• Synthesis chapters on RSF Action Strategy topics: (1) forest loss and 
fragmentation; (2) declining forest health; and (3) deteriorating forest 
management infrastructure

• Other topics chosen by RSF
Regional Focus

• Separate analyses addressing major regions (e.g. RPA regions).  The aim 
would be to provide consistent data measures from key indicators 
accompanied by synthetic analysis

Solicited Content
• invited writers to address forest sustainability broadly from their own (or their 

organization’s) perspective
Other Ideas?



Key Decisions for Roundtable
RSF engagement in reviewing the Report

The 2010 Report benefitted greatly from RSF engagement 
in the review process
– Multiple RSF meetings held prior to the review draft 
– 3 review workshops (held in GA, CO, and DC)
– Solicited and unsolicited comment facilitated through the RSF 

mailing list

We need to start planning for 2015:
– On site RSF meetings to review the document?
– Webinars and similar electronic outreach?
– Solicited comment?
What role will RSF Communications and Outreach Work Group 
(COWG) play in this?



Using the 2015 Report as a springboard, the RSF could 
advance forest sustainability in the United States in 
numerous ways.  Imagination and available 
time/commitment on the part of RSF members is the 
biggest limiting factor.  

Possibilities include:
1. Stand-alone companion reports assessing sustainability and 

published by the FS
2. Webinars, YouTube videos, social media, etc.
3. Other ideas?

Key Decisions for Roundtable
Associated RSF activities and contributions



We are gearing up to produce the National Report on 
Sustainable Forests—2015, and we need help from the 
RSF.  Specifically, we are looking for input on:

1. Structure and content of Part I (background, summary analysis, 
interpretation, and context)

2. RSF review and associated activities
3. Other ways in which the RSF can contribute to the project or 

use the Report to further the broader goal of sustaining forests

And Finally…



Key Questions for Discussion
RSF Role & Responsibilities

• What factual information, emerging issues and priority actions should the RSF focus 
on, and in what ways can this be improved over the approaches used in connection 
with the 2003 and 2010 National Reports?

• How can the RSF best facilitate the diversity of perspectives—social, economic, 
cultural and regional—and what modes of communication would be most effective in 
accomplishing this?

• How can the RSF help the 2015 National Report incorporate the regional differences 
in America’s forests?

• What are the advantages and disadvantages to bringing information and perspectives 
to the 2015 National Report when the RSF acts more as a centralized conduit or as a 
facilitator advancing dialogue?

• What contributions can the RSF best provide to Part 1 (background & interpretation) 
& Part 2 (data & indicator briefs) of the 2015 National Report?

• How should the RSF facilitate the incorporation of results from studies produced by 
public or private organizations other than the Forest Service?



…Thank you

National Report on Sustainable Forests: 
www.fs.fed.us/research/sustain/

Additional Information:
National Report: 

Dr. Guy Robertson, grobertson02@fs.fed.us
RSF Communications & Outreach: 

Dr. Graham Cox, glcox@audubon.org
RSF Management & Facilitation:

Peter Gaulke, pgaulke@fs.fed.us

Roundtable on Sustainable Forests
www.sustainableforests.net


